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În zilele de 9-11 septembrie 2010, Institutul Internaţional de Drept Umanitar de la Sanremo/Italia şi-a celebrat a 40-a aniversare a existenţei sale. Festivitatea s-a desfăşurat în prima zi şi a fost urmată de a 33-a Masă Rotundă organizată de Institut, cu tema: „Violenţa globală: Consecinţe şi răspunsuri”. Au participat peste 300 de persoane – profesori, cercetători, militari – din 60 de ţări.  Expunerile şi discuţiile din acest forum de dialog umanitar au oferit participanţilor aspecte interesante asupra cărora se impune să reflecteze pentru ameliorarea strategiei viitoare de acţiune în domeniul dreptului internaţional umanitar.
1. The  institute
The International Institute of Humanitarian Law is an independent, non-profit humanitarian organisation founded in 1970. Its headquarters are situated in Villa Ormond, Sanremo (Italy).
The main purpose of the Institute is to promote international humanitarian law, human rights, refugee law and related issues.
Thanks to its specific, well-tested experience, the Institute has earned an international reputation as a centre of excellence in the field of training, research, and the dissemination of all aspects of international humanitarian law. Considering the aims it pursues, the Institute works in close collaboration with the most important international organizations dedicated to the humani-tarian cause, including the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), and the International Organization for Migration (IOM). It has operational relations with the EU, UNESCO, NATO, OIF (Organisation internatio-nale de la Francophonie), and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Socie-ties. It has consultative status with the United Nations (ECOSOC) and the Council of Europe.
The financial resources of the Institute comprise membership fees, course participant fees, voluntary contributions of Governments, Institutions or Organisations, subsidies and donations.
The Institute was presented with the “Global Education Award” by the Global Education Forum for its many years of experience in the field of teaching and training. Its President was presented with the “Cittadino Benemerito” Award for 2009 by the Municipality of Sanremo for the new impulse given to the activities of the Institute.
In an international environment marked by the persistence of situations of crisis and conflict and by an increase of public concern for the recurrent violations of international humanitarian law and human rights, a number of countries and international institutions demonstrated a renewed interest in the activities of the Institute. The new American Administration expressed interest in intensifying and further developing cooperation existing with the Institute. China and France were among the countries that sent consistent groups of high-ranking officers to attend the Institute’s courses on international humanitarian law. The United Kingdom decided to second one of its most qualified legal advisers from the British Army to head the Institute’s Military Department and oversee its training activities. The Italian Ministry of Defence, for its part, increased from 1 to 2 the number of high-ranking officers seconded to the Institute. Italy and Switzerland continued to be the major contributors of financial resources to the Institute.
Thanks to the Institute’s contacts with the African Union and other regional Organisations, such as the Istituto Italo-Latino Americano (IILA), there was an increasing number of military and civilian personnel from African and other transition countries who participated in the Institute’s training activities.
During the year 2009, the long-lasting collaboration with the Institute’s traditional strategic partners, such as: the ICRC, IOM, UNHCR, UNHCHR and the Organisation internationale de la francophonie (OIF), was further strengthened. The European Union and NATO both decided to boost collaboration with the Institute, which, on the initiative of the Italian Presidency of the G8, also hosted two important meetings of the G8 and the African Clearing House on issues connected with peacekeeping and the respect of human rights in Africa.
The new dynamism shown in more recent years encouraged important research and training Institutes and Universities in Italy including: Centro Alti Studi per la Difesa (CASD), Centro di Eccellenza per le Stability Police Units (CoESPU), Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAI), Istituto per gli Studi di Politica Internazionale (ISPI) and Società Italiana per l’Organizzazione Internazionale (SIOI), to engage in joint initiatives on current issues of common interest (such as piracy, child soldiers, violations of international humanitarian law in on-going conflicts, and the implementation of the principle of the responsibility to protect).
Particular consideration was given to expanding activities in the fields of international migration law, international refugee law and internally displaced persons, (where there has been an increased demand for training), through the organisation of seminars and round tables. An ad hoc structure led by a French expert was set up at the Institute with the task of coordinating such activities.
2. Celebration of the 40 anniversary
This year, the Institute is celebrating its 40th Anniversary.
An Official Ceremony, under the high patronage of the President of the Italian Republic, took place at the Opera Theatre of the Casino of the Municipality of Sanremo on Thursday, 9 September at 10.00 a.m., with the participation of high representatives of Governments and International Organizations co-operating with the Institute, including Prince Albert II of Monaco, the President of the International Committee of the Red Cross, the Director General of the International Organization for Migration and the Under Secretary – General of United Nations for Legal Affairs and United Nations Counsel and the President of the Standing Commission of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.
The topic addressed was “Global Violence: Consequences and Responses„.
The aim of the Sanremo Institute was to promote on this occasion a new awareness of global violence paradigms in their multiple forms and interrelationships: armed conflict, political repression, economic and social exploitation, forced displacement of populations, environmental destruction, human rights abuse, organized violent crime, sea piracy, terrorism. And this at a moment when the need of a stronger commitment at all levels to prevent global violence and mitigate its consequences is widely felt by the international community and the civil society.
In his message on the occasion of the 40th Anniversary of the International Institute of Humanitarian Law, Mr.  Antonio Guterres, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, wrote that UNHCR cooperates with the International Institute of Humanitarian Law to promote and develop international refugee law and will continue to collaborate on these issues going forward, as the challenges to, and the interlinkages between international humanitarian law, international human rights law and international refugee law become more and more apparent. It is important to recall that in the same year that the International Institute of Humanitarian Law celebrates 40 years of its existence, UNHCR for its part commemorates its 60th anniversary, and that in the coming year two of the international instruments of which UNHCR is the guardian, the 1951 Refugee Convention and the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness, will attain 60 and 50 years of existence respectively. In the same way that the Institute and its partners are marking this 40th Anniversary by exploring contemporary challenges to international humanitarian law due to global violence and its consequences, UNHCR will commemorate its milestones by embarking on a series of discussions with stakeholders, many of whom are also partners with the Institute, on the protection gaps and challenges increasingly facing refugees, stateless people and those affected by forced displacement. The UNHCR is becoming increasingly concerned that, whether displacement is caused by violence and conflict or by persecutory situations in a country or origin – the “traditional” reasons why UNHCR would be involved in responding to the plight of the displaced – or whether it is due to other complex and emerging reasons, such as natural disaster, slow-onset climate change or severe deprivation, the needs of those who are displaced or deprived of the ability to exercise their rights are strikingly similar, and demand a more robust and predictable response from the international community.
In these circumstances, it is recommendable to use the occasion of the forthcoming anniversaries to explore this in more detail, through a number of events and consultations with key stakeholders, including refugees, stateless people and the displaced themselves, concerned Governments, other international organizations, nongovernmental organizations and experts and to understand more comprehensively new and emerging challenges, to raise public awareness, build solidarity, strengthen the existing protection regime and promote a new protection more dynamic.
Exploring these complex contemporary challenges, we must try, creatively and proactively, to find common understandings regarding the standards and responses which should be adopted by the international community in that regard.
On the occasion of celebrating the 40 years of progress in the development of international law that has been accomplished by the International Institute of Humanitarian Law since its inception, and building on that progress, all of us have to look forward to improving the international protection regime already in existence and responding more effectively to the needs of all those who are concerned.
3. THE XXXIII ROUND TABLE on „GLOBAL VIOLENCE: CONSEQUENCES AND RESPONSES” –  SANREMO, 9-11 September 2010
The 33rd Round Table on current problems of international humanitarian law on the same topic followed the official ceremony of celebrating the 40 Institute’s anniversary.
· Jointly organized, as is the tradition, with the International Committee of the Red Cross in Geneva, the Round Table was articulated in three main plenary sessions:
Contemporary forms of armed violence: International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights at a crossroads (Thursday, 9 September from 15.00 to 18.00);
· The deprivation of liberty in armed conflict and other situations of violence (Friday, 10 September from 10.00 to 13.00 and from 15.00 to 18.00);
· Individual guarantees in detention (Saturday, 11 September from 9.00 to 12.30).
Participants included legal experts and practitioners drawn from Governments, International Organizations (including ICRC, EU, NATO, IOM, UNHCR and other UN agencies), Academia and NGOs.
Coordinators of the Round Table were Dr. Baldwin De Vidts, Professor Fausto Pocar and Professor Michel Veuthey, Vice – Presidents of the IIHL and Mr. Stephane Ojeda, Legal Advisor of the ICRC.
Global violence is a universal scourge which threatens the lives of millions of people around the world and represents a major challenge of the 21st century.
For each individual who dies and suffers as a result of an armed conflict, many more are the victims of a broad range of other patterns of political and moral collective violence.
Since the end of the Cold War the overall improvement of the international security scenario has led to a substantive decline in battlefield deaths. Violence continues however to dramatically affect the existence of millions of people in multiple forms: armed conflicts, political oppression, economic and social exploitation, forced displacement of populations, environmental destruction, human rights abuses, organized crime, ethnic cleansing, terrorism.
No country, no community is immune from a phenomenon which finds a fertile ground in the absence of democracy and good governance, in the denial of fundamental rights and freedoms.
The multifaceted nature of global violence requires a renewed, collective effort in collecting data, in defining priorities, in developing international cooperation and internationally agreed responses, in promoting and monitoring adherence to international treaties and other legal instruments having direct relevance to its prevention and repression.
4. Conclusion
The need for International Humanitarian Law – the need for rules to address the conduct of armed conflict, and limit its effects – is undiminished, because our world, sadly, remains a world of conflict.
Humanitarian law is about introducing rationality into situations that are fraught with the irrational. And it seeks to protect human dignity in the most inhuman of circumstances.
Slowly, but surely, we do see greater acceptance of key principles of international humanitarian law. And, as the nature of armed conflict continues to change, these principles are gradually becoming embedded as a fundamental element of war-fighting doctrine.
For these positive trends to continue, humanitarian international law needs champions that are strong and persistent – but it also needs a solid institutional home. The International Institute for Humanitarian Law in San Remo has provided such a home. Its mandate, its work programme, its premises have made it a unique place for research and reflection. Over 40 years, this Institute has evolved into one of the strongest pillars of humanitarian law. Congratulations on this significant occasion and all best wishes for the continued success of the Institute in the future !
The 33rd Sanremo Round Table, jointly organized by the International Institute of Humanitarian Law in collaboration with the International Committee of the Red Cross, has once again proven to be a unique venue for a substantial and comprehensive, always very stimulating, discussion on topics which are very high on the international agenda.
Participants coming from 60 different countries have been able to share their views openly and freely, to compare experiences, to develop better understanding and greater awareness of the multifaceted aspects of the problem of international global violence.
As usual, although it was not the aim of the debate of the Round Table to issue formal responses or recommendations, the proceedings will be published by the Institute, after a review of the texts with the cooperation of Prof. Marco Odello and Dr. Gianluca Beruto.
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